SHRUBS
ALTERNATE SIMPLE LEAVES
LEAVES FAN-LOBED

(3-5 VEINS MEETING AT LEAF BASE)

GARDEN RED CURRANT Ribes sativum
Leaves mostly heart-shaped at base, not
resin-dotted. Fruit (flowers) in elongated
clusters. Flowers cup-shaped, not tubular.
Berries red, hairless, edible. Open woods,
thickets. Uncommon escape.

BUFFALO CURRANT Ribes odoratum
Leaves wedge-based or straight-cut at
base, not resin-dotted, Fruit (flowers)
in elongated clusters. Flowers tubular.
Berries black or yellow, tasteless. Old
house sites, moist open ground.
Occasionally escapes cultivation.

CURRANT FRUIT

AMERICAN BLACK CURRANT
Ribes americanum
Leaves with yellow resin dots beneath.
Fruit (flowers) in elongated clusters
with persistent bracts longer than
individual fruit (flower) stalks. Berries
black, somewhat musky in flavor but used
in pies. Wet thickets. Rare.

BUFFALO CURRANT

BLACK CURRANT

FRAGRANT THIMBLEBERRY
Rubus odoratus
Leafstalk and twigs sticky-hairy. Leaves
large, mostly 10-30 cm. wide. Flowers
showy, 3-6 cm. wide. Fruit similar to
raspberry, but dry and tasteless. Thickets
borders of woods, roadsides . Rare escape.

NINEBARK Physocarpus opu/ifo/ius
Leaves somewhat 3-lobed. Fruit (flowers)
bunched in rounded clusters. fruit reddish
purple or brown papery capsule. Roadsides,
old house sites. Rare escape.
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RED CURRANT

BLACK CURRANT

(PRINTS FULL SIZE)
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LEAVES LOBED OR SCALLOPED, NOT FAN-LOBED; FRUIT NOT
BERRY-LIKE
SWEETFERN Comptonia peregrina

Fernlike shrub with narrow distinctively
scalloped, aromatic leaves. Fruit burrlike. Dry, sterile soil, clearings , scrub
land, gravel banks. Common.

WIT CH- HAZ E L Hamamelis virginiana
Leaves broad, scalloped or mildly lobed ;
leaf bases uneven. Flowers autumnal,
stringy, yellow. Fruit capsule bursts
expelling seeds. Dry or moist woods,
clearings. Common.
Note: Distinguish the following two oak species from seedlings of similar tree species by the presence
of fruit (flowers) on the shrub species. Tree species are generally not fertile until a height greater than
4 meters is attained. Also, the leaves and leafstalks of the shrub species are smaller.
SCRUB OAK Quercus ilicifolia

Leaves with bristle-tipped lobes, whitishfelted beneath, dark green above. Acorns
small, about 1 cm. long, bitter. Sometimes
a small tree. Dry, sterile scrub woods,
sandy-gravelly clearings. Common .
DWARF CHINQUAPIN OAK
Quercus prinoides
Leaves with 3-8 shallow lobes or coarse
teeth on each margin, not bristle-toothed,
evenly taper-based. Acorns 1-1.5 cm. long,
edible. Dry, sterile woods, gravel plains.
Uncommon.
SPECKLED ALDER Alnus rugosa

Leaves fine-toothed, sometimes mildly
lobed . See p. 82.
CRABAPPLES Pyrus (Malus) spp.

Seedlings of some species with some
lobed leaves. Leaves fine-toothed. See p. 103.
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HAWTHORNS:

THORNY WITH THORNS MOSTLY UNBRANCHED AND
MOSTLY LONGER THAN 2 CM. LEAVES TOOTHED OR LOBED.

Reliable identification in this group may require examination of flowers. Leaf shapes may vary
considerably on the same plant. Leaf characters used below apply primarily to mature leaves of
fruiting branch lets. For problem specimens consult the illustrations and key in Seymour's Flora of New
England .
Hawthorns in our area are found in old pastures, thickets, borders of woods and occasionally in
woods. The fruits of some species are palatable and sometimes used for making jellies.
COCKSPUR THORN Crataegus crus-gam

(PRINTS FULL SIZE)

Leaf base narrow. Leaves essentially
unlobed, mostly less than 3 em. wide,
glossy above. Fruit with 1-3 nutlets.
Calyx lobes untoothed. Usually a tree.
Uncommon.
LONG-SPINED THORN Crataegus macracantha
(or C. succulenta var. macracantha)
Leaf base narrowed. Leaves sometimes
with small lobes, mostly wider than 3 em.,
often glossy above. Fruit with 2-3 nutlets.
Calyx lobes toothed. Sometimes a small
tree. Uncommon.
ROUNDLEAF THORN Crataegus chrysocarpa
including C. dodge;

COCKSPUR THORN

Leaves wedge-based, distinctly lobed,
sometimes nearly circular in shape.
Leafstalks glandular only near leaf base.
Flowerstalks hairy. Flower clusters with
conspicuously glandular bracts at first.
Stamens with white or yellow heads.
Calyx lobes toothed. Sometimes a tree.
Uncommon.

LONG-5PINED THORN

ROUNDLEAF

HAWTHORN
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ALLEGHENY THORN Crataegus intricata
Leaves gradually or abruptly narrowed at
broad base. Leafstalks with glands along
length. Flowerstalks essentially hairless.
Flower clusters nearly unbranched, with
conspicuous glandular bracts. Stamen
heads white or pale yellow (rarely pink).
Fruit usually oblong. Uncommon.
SCARLET THORN Crataegus coccinea
including C. pedicel/ata, C. holmesiana,
and C. pringlei
Leaf bases broadly wedge-based or rounded.
Leaves lobed (but lobes sometimes small).
widest near middle. with some straight
hairs above (use hand lens). Calyx lobes
toothed. Stamens 5-10 with pink or red
heads . Often a tree. Uncommon.
VARIABLE THORN Crataegus macrosperma
Our most common hawthorn. Leaves widebased with distinct lobes, generally
widest below the middle. with some straight
hairs above (use hand lens). Leafstalks
sometimes with slight glands. Calyx lobes
untoothed (or with only one or two pairs
of teeth). Flower clusters without
glandular bracts. Flowerstalks hairless.
Stamens 5-10 with red (rarely pink) heads.
Often a tree. Common.
FROSTED THORN Crataegus pruinosa
Fruit whitened dull red (or greenish)
with calyx on a raised collar. Calyx lobes
untoothed (or with only one or two pairs
of teeth). Leaves similar to Scarlet Thorn
but hairless above (use hand lens). Stamens
15-20 with pink heads. Small tree or shrub.
Rare.

(LEAF ILLUSTRATIONS ON NEXT PAGE)
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(PR INTS FULL SIZE)

VARIABLE THORN
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THORNY SHRUBS; THORNS SMALL (LESS THAN
BRANCHED

2 CM.) OR

SMOOTH GOOSEBERRY Ribes tiirtettum

Leaves lobed with 3-5 main veins meeting
at the base. Usually sparsely thorny.
Berries purplish to blackish, used in
preserves. Rocky or swampy woods and
clearings. Uncommon.
EUROPEAN BARBERRY Berberis vulgaris

Mature leaves bristle-toothed. Thorns
branched. Fruit (flowers) in elongated
clusters. Berries red or purple, edible,
tart. Pastures, roadsides. Naturalized.
Common .
JAPANESE BARBERRY Berberis thunbergii

Leaves untoothed. Berries red, perhaps
too tart to eat raw. Moist, low woods,
old orchards, pastures. Common escape.
ELAEAGNUS Elaeagnus umbel/ata
Leaves untoothed and silvery beneath.
Sometimes thorny. See p. 72.

AUTUMN

SMe><;lTH GOOSEBERRY

COMMON MATRIMONY-VINE Lycium halimifolium

Leaves untoothed, 2-6 em. long.
Sprawling shrub often sparingly thorny.
See p. 71.
EUROPEAN BARBERRY

PLUM Prunus americana
Leaves sharply fine-toothed. Fruit red
or yellow, g~ em. thick . Spur branches
often thornlike. See p. 78.

AMERICAN

COMMON BUCKTHORN Rhamnus cstnsrtics

EUROPEAN BARBERRY

Leaves nearly opposite in arrangement.
Usually somewhat spiny. See p. 47.

JAPANESE BARBERRY

(PRINTS FUll. SIZE)
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